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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text73: Yes.  It's called "Don't Dump It, Donate It".  We have run it every year for several years now, and have bins at every dorm.
	Text74: Yes, sustainability is a top priority of the University.  See http://www.emory.edu/strategicplan/ and http://www.fm.emory.edu/campusplan/.  Our vision document is at http://sustainability.emory.edu/page/1037/Our-Vision and Environmental Mission Statement at http://sustainability.emory.edu/cgi-bin/MySQLdb?VIEW=/viewfiles/view_press.txt&pressid=191
	Text75: Full-time Director of Sustainability Initiatives.  Also, part-time Faculty Liaison to Sustainability Initiatives,  part-time Director of Emory as Place, part-time Educational Garden Facilitator, and part-time Director of Bike Emory.  We also have a Sustainability Advisory Committee, Student Sustainability Forum, Sustainable Food Committee, Sustainability in Health Sciences Task Force, Sustainability Representati. 
	Text76: Yes, 25% energy use reduction per square foot by 2015 (roughly 4% GHG reduction).  Our Utility Reduction and Energy Conservation Plan has just recently been taken off-line to provide some updates on lighting retrofits and other efficiency measures.  The hard copy of the plan is available.  If you are interested, I'm happy to email to you.
	Text77: Yes, see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/other-ghg-sources.html
	Text78: Yes, we've seen a reduction of Scope 1 emissions from the years we've completed inventories (2006 to 2007)-- see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/other-ghg-emissions-by-year.html
	Text79: Yes, Emory makes its proxy voting record and list of endowment holding available to all members of the school community, including alumni, staff and students.  
	Text80: No.
	Text81: Emory is not investing in Dafur, and has written its investment managers to ask them to find investment opportunities in renewable energy funds and similar investment vehicles related to green energy.  This is an ongoing initiative.
	Text82: Sarah Parsons, led Vision 2020 in Southeast, Udall Award winner; Erik Fyfe, developed biodiesel program (Refuel Biodiesel) to serve metro-Atlanta; Ryan Jones, co-leader of Georgia Students for Sustainability, created Student Environmental Fund, developing green energy in Germany under fellowship program; Addie Davis, led Green Bean Coffee Cart and other sustainable food efforts then worked for AASHE; Emily Cumbie-Drake, conducted original research on local farmers and obstacles they face, Bobbi Jones Scholar; Dennis Creech, Executive Director of Southface; Chloe Eklehem, leader of 350.org and Power Shift organizer; Andrew Tate, leader of 350.org and Power Shift; Sarah Armstrong, founder of Slow Food Emory chapter; Tammie Smith, developed Emory's carbon calculator and finalist for Emerson Hunger Fellowship; Meghan Reger, Rollins School of Public health intern, Delta 
	Text83: Yes.  Three student teams of about 12 students competed in the Wallmart Sustainability Case Competition this year.  They made it to regionals, which were hosted at Emory.  Every year, we hold Energy Competitions between residence halls and all buildings on campus.  This year, we held two of them, with savings from this month's competition going to Haiti Relief efforts.  Our students have participated in Focus the Nation, 350.org, and Vision 2020.  Every year, we compete in Recyclemania.  We always participate in Earth Hour, and Emory Light's Out events.  We exceed the Real Food Challeng  
	Text84: Yes.  In 2003, Emory's Board of Trustees adopted a Land Use Plan that identifies areas appropriate for development and set aside 54% of the campus as protected green space.  This green space includes Wesley Woods, one of the most  biodiverse forests within Atlanta’s 285 perimeter.  To ensure protection of our forest canopy in all areas of campus, Emory instituted a no-net-loss-of-forest-canopy policy that guarantees that, every time a tree is removed, enough trees will be planted to maintain the same forest canopy.  On average, metro-Atlanta loses 50 acres of greenspace every day, so these efforts are critical.
	Text85: Yes.  Green cleaning policy as articulated in LEED standards across campus.  We also meet other indoor air quality standards and practices articulated in LEED certification requirements (e.g., duct cleaning, etc.).
	Text86: Yes.  Emory as Place educates students, staff, and faculty about the unique ecosystem of our campus and bioregion.  See http://sustainability.emory.edu/page/1013/emory-as-place.  It's informal motto is "No student left inside".  Also, the Piedmont Project encourages faculty to use the campus as an outdoor classroom.  see http://sustainability.emory.ed.  Also orientation and admissions tours for faculty, staff and students.  Wellness Center walks for staff; Outdoor Emory is undergraduate student group http://www.emory.edu/admission/student_lif; Environmental Studies- http://www.envs.emory.edu/
	Text87: Too many to name all:  Blue and Gold Make Green Alumni Group; Greening Healthcare Conference and Sustainability in Health Sciences Task Force; Sustainability Dashboard see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/index.html; Sustainability Pledge with Lifestyles GHG Calculator see http://sustainability.emory.edu/cgi-bin/MySQLdb?VIEW=/viewfiles/view_pledge.txt&pageid=1042; Energy Use Down & $4.8 million in retrofits see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/e; 6 LEED Certified Buildings since then (4 Gold, 2 Silver) see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/buildings-by-year.html; Sustainable Food purchases almost doubled see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/food-sustainable-purchases.html; reduced water use see http://sustainability.emory.edu/html/dashboard/water-use-by-year.html
	Text88: Emory’s sustainability vision statement sets an ambitious goal of 75% local or sustainably-grown food in our hospitals and cafeterias by 2015.  Sustainably grown food includes the attributes of organic farming but also includes worker safety and fair wage protections.  To accomplish our goal, Emory is working closely with our food vendors, local farmers, and the nonprofit Georgia Organics.  We have hired an Emory Farm Liaison to work with local producers and distributors to help remove hurdles to local food supply and encourage increased production.  We have also launched an awareness campaign on campus to educate students and staff about what food is local and seasonal in Georgia.  As a part of our educational effort, we have a weekly Farmers’ Market and seven food gardens on campus that demonstrate local production.  I’ve heard students remark, “so that is what a broccoli plant look like!”  We are providing an education on healthy eating that we hope will last a lifetime. Healthcare and health-related research is a large component of our University's function, and we are "greening" our healthcare operations in a comprehensive manner, addressing the particular issues found in healthcare settings-- see http://www.nursing.emory.edu/news_and_events/events/sustain/index.html. We have a large social justice and community building aspect to our sustainability initiative, and, under a $2 million grant from the Coca-Cola Foundation we have a Sustainability Partnerships for Atlanta Neighborhoods program to provide student fellows to communities in need for assistance related to sustainability issues see http://oucp.emory.edu/pages/commpartner/commpartner.htm.  Georgia is just emerging from a period of extreme drought and is in litigation with Florida and Alabama over water use, so water conservation is increasingly important to building a sustainable institution.  Emory has a comprehensive water management plan that incorporates innovative water saving technology into our green buildings, including underground rainwater cisterns to collect rainwater for use in irrigation, rain gardens, and green roofs.  Our current system of underground cisterns holds 300,000 gallons of storm water runoff that is recycled to water landscapes--allowing us to save some of our oldest campus trees during the drought. In another example, large heat wheels pull moisture from the air while efficiently ventilating our buildings.  The condensate from our heat wheels on Emory’s Children’s Pediatric Center and the Whitehead Biomedical Research Buildings alone amount to 4 million of gallons of water a year that we use to cool our buildings – water that doesn’t get withdrawn from the Chattahoochee River and for which we aren’t billed.   


